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Natural heritage will be better managed and in better condition
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Cumbernauld’s woodland network constitutes a major element of its natural heritage. The potential of this network to provide ecological connections was shown in 2013 when camera traps
captured the presence of a pine marten; the first recorded sighting much further south of its previously known range. The network of woodlands across the town has meant that pine marten
have been able to recover in this densely urban area. However this woodland network and other natural heritage in the town is at risk.




Our Heritage

The many woodlands, parks and open spaces across the town play a crucial role in
providing a range of habitats for wildlife as well as opportunities for local people.
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© Katrina Martin/2020Vision

Areas of ancient semi-natural woodland, such as Cumbernauld Glen, are home to
native oak and bluebells and they provide excellent opportunities to see wildlife.

Local greenspaces like Ravenswood Local Nature Reserve create ideal habitats for
invertebrates and amphibians.
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Dense, inéppropriate woodland planting threatens native woodland biodiversity and Invasive non-native plant species such as rhododendron ponticum (growing here on
creates a negative perception of community safety. LHS of road) threaten Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (located on RHS).
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Fire damage and other anti-social behaviour is threatening natural heritage and Important sites such as Luggiebank Wood wildlife reserve are isolated in a landscape
people’s enjoyment of Cumbernauld’s greenspaces. of industrial and residential development.




Creating a community network that connects more people to nature
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“Creating Natural Connections” will broaden the reach and scope of successful activities with local young people and volunteers. It will reach out to new target audiences, such as those living
in deprived areas, the unemployed, the disabled and people at risk of mental health issues. Working with local partners, we will encourage diverse groups from across the community to
become involved in developing and delivering Neighbourhood Action Plans to improve local natural heritage. Activities delivered by local people will be complemented by larger-scale works
to enhance biodiversity and access on urban greenspaces.




Build capacity

Local groups and organisations will come together to help create the Neighbourhood The activities carried out by young people will inspire others in the community to
Action Plans for their greenspaces. get involved and take action.
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The Nature Ninjas volunteers will be expanded to offer a more diverse range of Training will increase community capacity and Continuing Professional Development
people the opportunity to get involved and support the work of local groups. sessions with teachers and health/social care providers will help to build a legacy.



...with new audiences
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Taking natural heritage to new places will help us reach more people as shown by

Creating new opportnities will develop kiIIs for young people at risk of disengaging

from school and employment. the previous Living Windows project.
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Working with local partners such as Police Scotland Volunteers at fun events like Wild Ways Well sessions will bring together the benefits of natural places and proven
Hallow”scream” in the Glen connects us to a wider audience. Five Ways to Wellbeing methodology to improve mental health.



Getting the word out
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A rare pine marten sighting was recorded in Forest Wood recently.
By restoring our green space, wildlife will continue its comeback in
Cumbernauld.
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Student from St Maurice's High learning
about large red damselflies up close and RECRUITING NOW!
personal #OutdoorClassroomDay

@HLFScotland #hlfsupported 7th September 2016
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Read on to find out more about our new vacancy for a
Volunteer Community Engagement & Education Intern

cumbernauld living landscape
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| was sent this image of a painting by local artist Bobby Rennie, Bobby
attended the Cumbernauld glen Bluebell walk at the end of April and was
inspired to create this beautiful scene

Thank you for sharing with us Bobby &
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Taking a walk on the wild
sm IS reaping fitness

benefits for conservation
volunteers.

A growp known as a the Nature
Nirjas burnod twice their normal
calories on projocts with Scottish
Wildlifa Trust.

Oncn amonth, the Curnbernauld
Living Landscape volunteers work
at throe grean spaces in the town.

‘Each Naturo Nirja has woen
an activity tracker to record thair
stops taken and caorias used
during wark on nture reserves
and at publicovemts.
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‘T Cumbernauld Living
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Paul isanatural

natworks officer with community
ity TCV Soatland.

“The groen spacus includa St

: Join me on my adventures in
website at
cycling, running and other outdoor activities, as well as kit reviews.
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at www.fionaoutdoors.co.uk - you'll find lots of great information about:



