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Introduction

The "Engaging communities to enhance urban
greenspaces” project is known locally as Natural
Connections. In its final year the project has
continued to build more momentum, reaching
more people. It is having a real impact on the lives
of the young people involved and is improving the
greenspaces that surround them.

This report highlights some of the achievements in
the last year and will be followed up with a full
evaluation report in the autumn of 2017,
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Young people
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Over 70 young people have taken part in the project. They have led the improvements on 3 of Cumbernauld’s
greenspaces and helped celebrate the town’s amazing natural environment with events like Hallow"scream” in
the Glen. Police Scotland youth volunteers brought a zombie vibe to the event attended by 210 people.

All four of the high schools in Cumbernauld have now taken part in the project. Each of them took part in a values

session before and after the workshops. This was crucial in starting the conversations with young people about nature
and their role in the town.



The practical sessions have helped deliver the community action plans and offered alternative learning experiences that
have focused on employability and skills development. To date the young people have delivered 81 practical sessions on
the wildlife sites adjacent to their schools.

The schools have valued the project and it has been Young people from Our Lady's High School gave
recognised in OFSTED inspections and through an up their own time when on study leave to come and
award nomination for community education. plant holly at Ravenswood Local Nature Reserve



The dilapidated wildlife garden at the entrance to Ravenswood Local Nature reserve was in need of an
upgrade. Following a consultation with local residents, this area is being transformed with the help of
volunteers and contractors.

Pop up events, including Lego photography, have proved popular and have been a great way to engage

people. This opportunistic approach has meant we have been able to capitalise on good weather and be out
and about when more people are. In 2016/17 the project has reached over 2,500 people at events.



Volunteer internships have been a key part of the project. 6 interns have helped us carry out specific surveys
for invasive non-native plants and provided extra capacity for events. All of the trainees have gone onto
further employment or training and the internships have been a great success.

National Volunteer Week

Thank you from the Cumbernauld Living Landscape
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We have connected to other national campaigns to celebrate and promote the work of the Nature Ninjas
Sunday volunteers. So far community volunteers have contributed 173 days to the project and we have run
training sessions such as bat ID skills to improve their natural heritage knowledge.



Nature

Native trees such as holly and oak have been planted at the sites to enhance the wildlife habitats. This has
given the young people involved the opportunity to learn practical skills whilst contributing to their
community.

Habitats for pollinating insects such as the Ringlet (above) have been enhanced at St Maurice’'s Pond and

Ravenswood LNR. The management of the meadows has been improved and bug hotels created in the
wildlife garden area.



The understanding of the natural heritage of the sites has increased, with the first species list being compiled
for all three sites. Young people from the schools involved have contributed to citizen science projects such
as the OPAL Water Quality Survey to increase our knowledge of how polluted ponds and lakes are.

Removing Invasive Non Native Plant Species, such rhododendron ponticum, from the wildlife sites has been
a key activity of the project. This work is crucial to maintain and enhance the biodiversity of the sites and
these tasks have been carried out by young people and weekend volunteers.



Getting the word out

The project has worked hard to get the word out as widely as possible through events, social media and a weekly column in the Cumbernauld News.
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WILDLIFE TO'THRIVE

A rare pine marten sighting was recorded in Forest Wood recently.
By restoring our green space, wildlife will continue its comeback in
Cumbernauld.
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+/ Get More Likes, Comments and Shares
Read on to find out more about our new vacancy for a Boost this post for £12 to reach up to 7,200 people.

Volunteer Community Engagement & Education Intern
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